
 
 

Ela Township Board Meeting Minutes of May 10, 2001 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE 
Township of ELA 
 
The Ela Township Board met on Thursday, May 10, 2001, at the Ela Township Senior 
Center located at the Foglia YMCA at 7:00 PM. The following official business was 
transacted during the new Board's first regularly scheduled Township Board Meeting. 
 
Supervisor Tinerella called the meeting to order at 7:44 PM and led those in attendance in 
the Pledge of Allegiance. She then introduced the new township Board and elected 
officials to the audience. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
Present: Trustees Black, Burch and Knudtson; Supervisor Tinerella  
Absent: Trustee Sullivan 
 
ELECTED OFFICIALS: 
Clerk Prouty, Assessor Hoffman and Highway Commissioner Kruckenberg 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Township Lawyer, Richard Cowen; Sue Neuschel, Ela 
Township 
Senior Director; Barbara Evans, Ela Festival of Arts; and residents Kevin Aft from 
Forest 
Lake, Rich and Gloria Johnson from Echo Lake, and Thomas Tinerella from Echo 
Lake. 
Also present, Ela Township Highway employee Todd Holland with his wife, Patty. 
 

5.0 MINUTES: 
 

Tinerella moved, Knudtson seconded the motion to approve the minutes of the 
April 12, 2001 Board Minutes. All in favor and the motion carried. 

 
6.0 APPROVAL OF TOWNSHIP BILLS: 

GENERAL TOWN FUND: $62,588.73  – approved full amount 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE FUND: $  2,077.95  – * not approved 
GENERAL ROAD FUND: $  4,796.85  – approved full amount 
PERMANENT ROAD FUND: $15,524.32  – approved full amount 
PARK MAINTENANCE FUND $       36.56  – approved full amount  

 TOTAL   $82,946.46 
 



Trustee Burch moved, Trustee Black seconded the motion to approve payment for all bills 
presented, EXCEPT for the *Lake County Mobile Health Services – want to get more 
information about who was serviced and Cowen advised these types of expenses can not 
fall under General Assistance. Tinerella to check-into and advise at next Board Meeting. 
 
7.0 OLD BUSINESS: 
 

A. No grass maintenance plans were put in place by previous Board for 2001 – The 
first day Supervisor Tinerella took office (May 7th), Natural Environments of Lake 
Zurich was contracted to perform an emergency grass cutting at both parks and 
township office. Trustee Black motioned to approve weekly grass cuttings by 
Natural Environments® $500/cut and to prepare a specification for an open bid 
process. Public notice to be posted in the Daily Herald»sealed bid opening in June-
contract to be awarded in July. Seconded by Trustee Knudtson – all in favor and 
the motion carried. 

 
B. Ela Township Soccer Field Parking Lot Expansion Project: Project had been 

discussed since 1997 – however no project plans could be located. Supervisor 
Tinerella will be meeting with persons from the Lake Zurich Soccer Organization 
to identify their future needs and pursue some ideas about how to resolve the 
parking lot overflow. Goal is to have a solution in place by Fall with project plans 
being presented at the July meeting for Board approval. 

 
C. Funding Requests will begin to be reviewed based on the information submitted by 

the requesters - if additional information is needed – the Supervisor will advise the 
group requesting. Estimating we will be able to approve 4-5 requests at the next 
meeting. Barb Evans gave a short presentation about the success our Ela Arts 
Festival (Governor's Hometown Arts Award) and explained how their organization 
is proceeding without having a firm commitment from Ela Township for this year's 
event. The 2001 funding request is for $15,000. Motion made by Trustee Burch to 
approve partial funding now of $11,000 – seconded by Trustee Black – all were in 
favor and the motion carried. Burch suggested using the additional $4,000 
requested for a joint promo piece with a coupon for Ela Residents. Up for review 
again in July. 

 
Resident and member of American Legion, Richard Johnson reminded the Board of 
their request for $50,000 (1/3 the total estimated cost) of the War Memorial to be 
placed at the new Lake Zurich Police Department. Cowen advised monuments do 
not fall under the scope of Township Governments – suggested an 
intergovernmental agreement. 
 
Richard Cowen also mentioned when township officials sit on agency boards – 
they should not be involved in voting on funding decisions for that agency. When 
asked about the ex-Supervisor sitting on the YMCA Board and voting on the 
Township Board for YMCA related issues – said he was not aware Grever sat on 
the YMCA Board. 

2



8.0 NEW BUSINESS:  
 

Due to lack of time - no new business was discussed. 
 

9.0 REPORTS: 
 

Assessor: 
 
New Field Inspector hired, Mr. Chris Hickman, a fully certified licensed appraiser 
from 
Moraine Township. He began May 1st on a full-time basis. 
 
Tax bills have been sent out - activity in office remains at normal levels. 
 
Highway Commissioner: 
 
Attended the Northern Illinois Highway Commissioners Seminar on May 8th. 
Met with the Supervisor and our TOIRMA agent – he suggested raising the liability 
coverage from $3M to $5M for an additional cost of $2,000 per year. Tinerella 
stated only 42 townships out of 1200 insured by TOIRMA in Illinois carry more 
than $3M in liability – and TOIRMA has never had a claim in excess of $1M – 
however, Cuba carries $5M and Vernon carries $10M. Motion made by Trustee 
Burch to increase our liability insurance from $3M to $5M at an additional cost of 
$2,000 per year – seconded by Supervisor Tinerella – all in favor and motion 
carried. 
 
Highway project update: The storm water project in Indian Meadows will be 
completed as soon as grass seed is placed – waiting for new hydro-seeder to be 
delivered. Now working on the engineering for the Echo Lake storm sewers and 
replacement of several road - also pursuing options to obtain some grant money via 
Lake County. 
 
Highway Department now has voice mail and a mailing address – 22605 Echo 
Lake Rd.. 
 
Still have not been successful in getting homeowners to remove mailboxes, 
gardens, rocks off of the easement. Highway Department will seek a court order for 
the removal of such – expect this will take about 6 months. 
 
Highway department will be issuing driveway permits, which will require a $2500 
cash bonds for new, or replacement driveways – and $5000 cash bonds if they cut 
into the road. It will be paid in the form of a cashiers check – this will be held as 
security until the project is properly completed. 
 

CLERK'S REPORT: Passed on any comments as time was getting late. 
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SUPERVISOR'S REPORT: 
 

Meals on wheels: 305 
Bus rides total: 2101 
Wheel chair assisted: 194 
 

SENIOR DIRECTOR'S REPORT: Sue Neuschel, Ela Township Senior Director, 
provided a brief overview of how our programming has evolved during our first year. 
 
10.0 AUDIENCE REMARKS: 
 

Richard Johnson, Echo Lake, requested Highway Department to solve the water 
drainage problems at comer of Hillcrest and Echo Lake Road. Kruckenberg said he 
would investigate and advise work plans to solve this on-going problem. 
 
Barb Evans highlighted the key points discussed during ECS's Youth Forum held 
on 
April 25th in cooperation with District 95, OMNI, Foglia YMCA and the Lake 
Zurich 
Park Department. 15 youth representing middle and high school students expressed 
the following desires: a place to hang-out after school to talk and eat – more 
opportunities for things to do in the community and transportation services – more 
respect from adults.  
 

11.0 MOVE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At 9:50P.M. a motion to go into executive session to discuss the township litigation 
was made by Supervisor Tinerella and seconded by Trustee Black. At 10:50 a 
motion by 
Trustee Burch to come out of executive session. Seconded by Trustee Knudtson. 
 

12.0 ADJOURNMENT 
At 10:51 pm Supervisor Tinerella moved to adjourn the meeting – seconded by 
Trustee 
Knudtson. 
 
 

 
Lucy Prouty - Ela Township Clerk. 

[payout vouchers and audited bills are on file at the Township Offices] 
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